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W a x a h a c h i e
Message from the City Manager
  As we prepare for the beginning of a new 
fiscal year on October 1, we are excited about the new 
improvements and services that are planned for the next 
year. These additions will not only help us to continue to 
keep up with our growth, but also provide an excellent 
level of service to our Citizens. 
 As reflected in the budget, Public Safety remains 
a very high priority, with nearly half of the City’s general 
fund expenditures going to fund Police and Fire. With the 
increasing call volume and growth, we have added staff 
in both departments to help cover these growing needs. 
Three additional firefighter positions will be added, and 
three new police officer positions will be added. These 
increases will help provide better public safety coverage 
in our quickly growing community. 
 Another top priority is keeping up with 
infrastructure demands and planning for the future. We 
will continue to evaluate the need for improving our 
streets, with plans for the current year including over 7,000 
feet of roadway corridor improvements and adding more 
than 7,500 feet of new sidewalks. Water and Waste Water is 
also a priority, as the City’s Utilities will also see significant 
improvements. Over 22,000 feet of new sewer line will 
be added or repaired, and over 13,000 feet of water line 
will be installed. Additionally, the Waste Water Plant will 
undergo a major renovation that will allow that facility to 
function more effectively and meet the growing capacity 
demands. 
 Over the past several years, there have been a 
number of critical staff additions to City Hall to better serve 
our Citizens. City Hall was last expanded 20 years ago in 

1999 and we are quickly running out of room. To meet the 
current and future space needs, City leadership is looking 
at options for a City Hall annex, near the current City Hall 
on Rogers Street in Downtown. We are also reviewing land 
options for a fourth fire station to be added in the next 
few years. While some of these developments will not be 
immediate, City Staff and Council are being proactive in 
making sure we stay ahead of our community’s growing 
needs.
 We are also improving our Parks and Recreation 
facilities. This year, plans include Phase 3 of the Lee Penn 
Park improvements, which will add lighting to the park 
and trail areas, as well as improve the parking lot at Penn 
Park Pool. Additional lighting and electrical services will 
also be added in Getzendaner Park. A new restroom will 
be added at George Brown Plaza that will serve the very 
popular downtown splash pad. 
 While all of the tangible improvements are 
exciting, perhaps the most important priority at City 
Hall is to continue to offer excellent customer service to 
our Citizens. First and foremost, we provide services and 
we are in the “people” business. I am very proud of the 
hometown atmosphere that we have within the City of 
Waxahachie culture, and our goal as a staff is to extend 
that to our Citizens on a daily basis. I am extremely excited 
about the future and wonderful things going on in our 
community, and am grateful to each of you for doing your 
part in making Waxahachie such a special place.  

Michael Scott
City Manager

Exciting progress is 
being made on Railyard 
Park, Waxahachie’s 
new Downtown 
amphitheater and 
park. Construction 
is scheduled to be 
completed in late 2019. 

At a Glance:
City of Waxahachie’s Budget



1. Use the leaves to start a compost pile.
2. Lawn mowers are capable of shredding grass clippings and 
leaves to remain on the lawn as natural fertilizer, rather than 
bagging them to fill the landfills.  
3. Avoid blowing the leaves to the street and ditches that will clog 
the drainage systems and add more nutrients for algae growth in 
our creeks and lakes.  

Waste Connections, Inc. provides a free collection of leaves on 
the first Wednesday of November. If this day is missed, Waste 
Connections, Inc. collects bagged yard waste from curbside for 
a fee of $6.17 for up to 10 bags. Each additional bag is $0.62. 
Residents must call 972-937-8836 before 5:00pm the day before 
the collection to put their name on the list. Let us be good 
stewards to our Beautiful City, our Creeks, our Lake, and our 
Drinking Supply by cleaning up our leaves!
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Let’s Tackle the Grease 
in This Kitchen!

Let’s Tackle the Grease 
in This Kitchen!

Why should I help? 
•	Prevent grease buildups from blocking sewer lines.
•	Stop sewer overflows into streets and storm drains.
•	Save money spent on costly cleanups of sewage spills.
•	Reduce the number of times you have to clean your grease trap (food service).
•	Protect the quality of our water.

DO!
Put oil and grease in covered 
collection containers.

Scrape food scraps from 
dishes into trash cans and 
garbage bags and dispose 
of properly. Avoid using your 
garbage disposal.                    

Remove oil and grease from dishes, 
pans, fryers, and griddles. Cool first 
before you skim, scrape, or wipe  
off excess grease.                   

Prewash dishes and pans 
with cold water before putting 
them in the dishwasher.                 

Cover kitchen sink with catch basket and 
empty into garbage can as needed. 

Cover floor drain with fine 
screen and empty into garbage 
can as needed.

DON’T!
Don’t pour oil and grease  

down the drain.

Don’t put food scraps  
down the drain.

Don’t run water over dishes,pans,
fryers,and griddles to wash oil and 

grease down the drain.

Don’t rinse off oil and grease 
with hot water.

Use environmentally safe cleaning products instead 
of harsh detergents or cleaners that can damage 
sewer lines.

If you generate large amounts of used cooking oil, 
reuse or recycle it. To find a recycler, check the phone 
book under “recyclers” or “rendering companies.”

If you generate small amounts of used cooking oil, 
reuse it as often as possible and then pour it into a 
container you can throw away. Never pour it down 
the drain.

Start a compost pile at your home with scraps 
that are not meat. The TCEQ publication Mulching and 
Composting: A “Take Care of Texas” Guide (GI-36) 
provides basic information to get you started.

More Ways to Tackle Grease

For more information, contact the
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ)

Small Business & Local Government Assistance Section
1-800-447-2827  •  TexasEnviroHelp.org TakeCareOfTexas.org

The TCEQ is an equal opportunity employer. The agency does not allow discrimination on the basis of race, color, religion, national origin, sex, disability, age, sexual orientation, or veteran status.

How is our customer service? www.tceq.texas.gov/customersurvey
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After the Fall fun is over, 
consider the following tips:

24th Annual Texas Country 
Reporter Festival in 

Downtown Waxahachie
       Mark your calendars for the 24th Annual Texas 
Country Reporter Festival.  This one-day arts and 
music festival will take place around the historic 
courthouse square in downtown Waxahachie on 
Saturday, October 26, from 9 a.m.-7 p.m.  Admission 
is FREE.  
 Festival goers will be entertained all day, 
including a concert by John Anderson, best known 
for his hit singles “Swingin’,” “Straight Tequila Night,” 
“Seminole Wind” and many more.  Other special 
guests scheduled to perform throughout the day 
include The Prairie Dogs, Jade Flores, Willow City, 
The Purple Hulls and other guests featured on 
“Texas Country Reporter.”            
 Kelli and Bob Phillips, hosts of the weekly 
TV show “Texas Country Reporter,” will make 
their grand entrance to the stage at 10 a.m. 
for the opening ceremony.  Surrounding the 
courthouse square will be more than 250 booths 
set-up with artists, craftspeople, festival food, live 
entertainment and some of the people who have 
been featured on “Texas Country Reporter” over 
the years.                 
 The popular autograph booth also returns 
this year allowing people to meet and greet with 
Kelli and Bob Phillips and some of the featured 
musical guests.                
 The 24th Annual Texas Country Reporter 
Festival is presented by Carlisle Chevrolet, Cadillac, 
Buick, GMC and H-E-B.   Other sponsors include 
CNB of Texas, Waxahachie Downtown Merchants 
Association, El Mexicano Grill, Boyce Feed & Grain, 
Moreno-Lake Property Management, Rotary Club 
of Waxahachie, 99.5 the Wolf, TXA 21/MeTV, City 
of Waxahachie, Ellis County Living Magazine, 
Hampton Inn & Suites, Holiday Inn Express & Suites, 
KBEC 1390/99.1,  NOW Magazines, The Waxahachie 
Sun, Waxahachie Chamber of Commerce and  
Waxahachie Daily Light.  
 For more information on the festival, call 
the Waxahachie Convention & Visitors Bureau at 
469-309-4040 or visit www.waxahachiecvb.com.  

Save the Date:
Community Tree Lighting and Parade

December 3, 2019
The parade starts in Getzendaner Park at 6:30 and will go 

down Main Street to Rogers, down South Rogers to the depot/
amphitheater.  Events downtown will start at 6pm and end at 

9pm, including CNB of Texas sponsored train rides, Ewe Pet
Petting Zoo and pony rides, photos with Santa, and much more. 

For more information visit www.waxahachiecvb.com


